Phase III Pawtucket Tunnel
FAQ
Project – General
1. What is the RestoredWaters RI project?
Narragansett Bay Commission’s (NBC) Phase III Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) project, known as its
RestoredWaters RI project, is Rhode Island’s most significant clean water project. Phases I and II of the
CSO project were completed in 2008 and 2014, respectively, and are responsible for dramatic
improvements in water quality in upper Narragansett Bay and Providence’s urban rivers. The upcoming
Phase III of the project is a 2.2-mile-long tunnel 125 ft underground that will collect and transport stormrelated sewage overflows to the Seekonk River so that water can be treated at NBC’s Bucklin Point
wastewater treatment facility.
2. Why is the RestoredWaters RI project needed?
The sewers in Pawtucket and Central Falls are combined sewers. This means they convey not only
sanitary sewage from homes and businesses but also stormwater that runs off streets and buildings. In
times of heavy rain, the sewers can become overwhelmed by the stormwater causing the pipes to
overflow into the Seekonk River. This combined sewer overflow compromises the water quality in the
river and upper Narragansett Bay. CSOs are illegal under the Federal Clean Water Act and NBC is under a
federal mandate to minimize CSOs.
3. What are the environmental benefits of the project? How does it help to clean the bay (and/or other
benefits)?
By keeping bacterial pollution out of the rivers and bay, our water is safer and cleaner. Phase III of this
project will enhance and expand the benefits we’ve seen from Phases I & II. When the tunnel is
complete, storm-related sewage discharges will have decreased by 93%. More shellfish grounds can be
opened and more beaches can be opened for swimming. We will also create more options for waterfront
activities in the urban core. Today’s generation will never know a bay and rivers that were polluted and
degraded; they will only know a clean and healthy bay.
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4. Are there any potential negative effects that may be caused by this project (either during its
construction or after completion?)
As with any large infrastructure project, there will be inconveniences, including noise and traffic. The NBC
is working to minimize disruptions throughout the project, including developing strict guidelines for truck
traffic and establishing noise mitigation strategies, including a noise barrier at the main construction site.
5. What is the project timeline?
Construction on the tunnel portion of the projects begins in 2021 and is scheduled to be completed in
2027. Other portions of the CSO project will continue until 2041.
6. Who will be affected by the project construction? (e.g. towns, neighborhoods, businesses, etc.)
While we are working to mitigate the effects of construction, neighbors and motorists in Pawtucket,
Central Falls, and East Providence will be most affected during this time.
7. What can nearby residents and businesses expect during construction? (e.g. traffic, detours, noise, fire
hydrants/fire protection, etc.)
Standard construction-related inconveniences are to be expected, such as noise and traffic detours.
Neighbors will not experience any disruption to their water, sewer, or emergency services as a result of
the project.
8. Where will the rock and sediment being dug from the tunnel (tunnel muck) be deposited/disposed of?
The contractor (CB3A) has the responsibility of disposing of the tunnel materials. We anticipate that
some of it will be used at Bucklin Point in conjunction with a renewable energy project.
9. Are there plans for the destruction of properties to allow for construction?
The NBC has purchased several pieces of property that are necessary for construction. All purchases were
negotiated with the property owners; no eminent domain was applied.
10. Is there an alternative approach to this project, or an alternative project all together that could achieve
the same goals without the disruption or expense? Such as green infrastructure investments?
Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI) is an important component of wastewater management. NBC has
incorporated several GSI components into CSO Phase III, including the new Macomber Field (Central
Falls) and Perez Field (Central Falls). However, the volume of water that needs to be treated in order to
achieve compliance with the federal Clean Water Act also requires more traditional clean water
infrastructure, such as the CSO project.
11. Where can Rhode Islanders go to learn more about this project?
Rhode Islanders can visit our project website, www.restoredwatersri.com, for all project information
and updates.
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Project – Cost
12. What is the cost of the RestoredWaters RI project?
Current estimates are $836M for the Phase III tunnel portion of the project. Pre-design estimated cost for
the other three sub-phases is $276M (2018 dollars).
13. Where is funding for the project coming from?
The NBC secured low interest loans through the USEPA Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act
(WIFIA) for 49% of the project’s estimated cost. The WIFIA program is by far the best capital
infrastructure financing option and has the least impact on NBC’s ratepayers. NBC will finance the
balance of the project through the Rhode Island Infrastructure Bank and/or the issuance of revenue
bonds. All these capital sources are loans and will be paid by NBC’s ratepayers. Although the project is
federally mandated, there is currently no federal funding contribution. And, although the project has
statewide benefit, there is no state contribution.
14. How will this impact rate payers? What level of cost increase will they see?
The impact on sewer user charges will depend upon the project’s financing sources, interest rates and
other factors. Rates, which include capital as well as operation and maintenance costs, are projected to
rise from $43/month in 2021 for an average single-family residence to $50/month in 2027.
15. Is there potential funding from President Biden’s proposed infrastructure bill?
There could potentially be funding in this proposed bill. NBC continues to work with other wastewater
agencies around the country to advocate for a greater federal investment in clean water infrastructure,
like this project.
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