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Narragansett Bay Commission Breaks Ground on Historic Clean Water Project 
RestoredWaters RI is the final phase of NBC’s Combined Sewer Overflow Abatement Program 
 
Pawtucket, RI---The Narragansett Bay Commission (NBC) broke ground today on its Pawtucket Tunnel 
project. The tunnel is the centerpiece of Phase III of the NBC’s Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) 
Abatement Program. The project, known as RestoredWaters RI, consists of a 2.2 mile-long, 125-ft deep 
tunnel which will store and transport storm-related sewage to the NBC’s Bucklin Point Wastewater 
Treatment Facility for full treatment. 
 
The NBC constructed a similar tunnel for Phase I of the CSO project. Since going on-line in 2008, the 
Phase I tunnel has captured 12.5 billion gallons of water and transported that water to the Field’s Point 
Wastewater Treatment Facility. Without this project, storm-related sewage overflows would go into our 
waters untreated. 
 
RestoredWaters RI is the largest public works project in Rhode Island history; tunnel construction is 
estimated at $836 M. The project will create 1,700 direct or indirect jobs, improve shellfishing and 
swimming beaches, and create green spaces for public access.  
 
“We know Rhode Islanders value a clean and healthy bay,” said NBC Chairman Vincent Mesolella. “We’re 
very proud of infrastructure investments Narragansett Bay Commission ratepayers have made over the past 
two decades to mitigate the century-old issue of CSOs and we are confident that this final phase of the CSO 
project will result in a bay that will continue to be a beloved resource for our children and grandchildren. 
We call this project RestoredWaters RI because it will, quite literally, give these waters back to our 
community.” 
 
Due to the success of Phases I and II of the NBC’s CSO program, 3711 acres of shellfishing grounds have 
been reclassified from “conditional” to “open” and portions of the Providence River that have been closed 
to shellfishing for 75 years have now reopened. Continued expansion of shellfishing grounds and 
recreational areas are anticipated as the project continues. 
 

(MORE) 
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“The biggest environmental success story in our state is the progress we are making cleaning up 
Narragansett Bay and our rivers,” said DEM Director Janet Coit. “This is happening because of 
implementation of strong laws by DEM and major investments and actions by the NBC and others. I can’t 
say enough about the hard work of DEM and the NBC. This project will continue that progress, resulting in 
cleaner rivers and continuing to improve water quality in the upper Bay.” 
 
“Water quality in Narragansett Bay has come a long way in recent decades, and RestoredWaters RI will build 
on that progress,” said Senator Sheldon Whitehouse. “This project is an investment in making sure the next 
generation of Rhode Islanders can grow up in a safe environment with clean beaches, a thriving ocean, and 
healthy fisheries.” 
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CSO Phase III Facts: 

• CSO Phase III is divided into four sub-phases. Phase IIIA includes the Pawtucket Tunnel, which is 

the largest single facility in Phase III, representing approximately 2/3 of the anticipated project cost. 

The tunnel is an important step towards reaching compliance with NBC’s Consent Agreement with 

the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management (RIDEM) 

• Program will protect the water quality in Narragansett Bay, contributing to reducing annual 

combined sewer overflow volumes by 98% and achieving an 80% reduction in shellfish bed 

enclosures 

• Project will create over 1,700 direct or indirect jobs 

• In 2019, the project received a loan through the USEPA’s Water Infrastructure Finance and 

Innovation Act (WIFIA) for 49% of the project cost 

• The CSO Phase III Facilities project includes design and/or construction of the following:  

o 11,600 ft-long deep rock tunnel to provide a storage volume of 58.6 million gallons 

o two launching, receiving work shafts 

o four drop shafts to divert storm-related flow into the tunnel 

o 180 foot-deep tunnel pump station to transport flow from the tunnel to the Bucklin Point 

WWTF for treatment 

o several “green infrastructure” projects, providing permeable areas at the surface to absorb 

stormwater and keep it out of the sewer system  

o modifications throughout the sewer system to optimize flow 

o Limited areas of sewer separation, where stormwater is directed into a separate pipe from 

sanitary sewage 

• The purpose of the project is to implement the final phase of the federally mandated CSO 

Abatement Program, significantly reduce CSO volumes in the Bucklin Point service area, and 

eliminate overflows from a three-month storm (1.614 inches of rain in six hours). 
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